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conversion the Union was no longer a national
policy, but a party policy; and Ireland is too close
to us, her affairs react too constantly upon us, she
is too ever-present with us at Westminster to enable
you to build upon party the basis of a permanent
solution of the Irish question.

In conclusion he made that confession of error in
Jhe matter of the Union of South Africa already
referred to on a previous page:

I have one more observation to make, and it is
in the nature of a confession. I have been in Parlia-
ment for very nearly thirty years, and have given
goodness knows how many votes. There are some
that I would not repeat with my later knowledge
and experience. There are only one or two that
I would wish undone. I will tell you one of them.
The South African War was a just and necessary
war. But for the issues then fought out and settled
there could have been no lasting peace in that
country. But though peace was signed, though
allegiance was sworn, reconciliation lagged behind.
Then came a change of Government, and with a
new Government a new policy. By a great act of
daring faith they conferred upon our recent enemies
in the Transvaal and Orange Free State, on the
morrow of our victory, full self-government.

I voted against them. I thought it a rash and
wicked thing to do. If we could have seen further
into the future, if I could have voted in that division
with the fuller knowledge I have to-day, I should
have known that that great act of faith was not, as I
thought it, the destruction of our policy, but its
completion and its fulfilment. That is the vote that
I would undo if I could undo a vote once given.